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Activities
Know Your Numbers
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.

Complete the statements by drawing a line to the correct number. 

It took 14 years for designer Gutzon Borglum and 
his team of this many workers to complete the 
Mount Rushmore National Memorial.

The Washington Monument, a white marble 
structure in Washington, D.C., stands nearly this 
many feet tall.  

Abraham Lincoln was elected to Congress in  
this year.  

The faces of George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham 
Lincoln carved into the side of Mount Rushmore 
are this many feet tall.

In this year, John Adams became the first president 
to live in the White House.

President Abraham Lincoln presented the 
Gettysburg Address at the Gettysburg National 
Cemetery on November 19 of this year.

Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation freed this 
many million slaves in the United States.
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Write a Biography
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.

	 For more than two centuries, American presidents have played crucial roles in shaping the 
United States. Research a president that you are interested in learning more about using 
the library and online resources. Then, use your research to write a biography about your 
chosen person. Use the concept web below as a guide.

• �Where does  
this individual  
currently reside?

• �Does he or she  
have a family?

Adulthood

• �What did you learn  
from the books you  
read in your research?

• �Would you suggest  
these books to others?

• �Was anything missing  
from these books?

• ��Where and  
when was this  
person born?

• �Describe his or her  
parents, siblings,  
and friends. 

• �Did this person grow  
up in unusual 
circumstances?

• �What is this person’s  
life’s work?

• �Has he or she received 
awards or recognition  
for accomplishments?

• �How have  
this person’s 
accomplishments  
served others?

• �What was this  
person’s education?

• �What was his or her  
work experience?

• �How does this person work; 
what is or was the process 
he or she uses or used?

• �Did this individual have  
a positive attitude?

• �Did he or she receive  
help from others?

• �Did this person  
have a mentor?

• �Did this person face  
any hardships?

• �If so, how were the 
hardships overcome?

Your Opinion

Childhood

Main  
Accomplishments

Work and 
Preparation

Help and 
Obstacles

WRITING A 
BIOGRAPHY
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Write a Biography
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.
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Fill in the Blanks
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.

Using information found in the book, fill in the missing information below.

1. A  stamped with Abraham Lincoln’s portrait was released on his  
100th birthday. 

2. Many people decorate their homes in red, white, and blue for Presidents’ Day to show their 
pride in being .

3. Washington was voted the  president of the United States. He is often 
called the “  of the Country.”

4.  In Mount , Virginia, a special Presidents’ Day ceremony is held featuring 
American military members of the  Guard.

5. The  Monday Holiday Act took effect in 1971, 
making Washington’s Birthday the third Monday in February.

6. Presidents’ Day is still officially known as “
 Birthday” by the  

federal government.

7. In 1861, Lincoln became the 
th president of the  

United States.
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Reference: Pages 16-17

Symbols of Presidents’ Day
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.

Using the book, write the name of each of the Presidents’ Day symbols shown below.  
Then, write a brief description of the symbol.

SYMBOL NAME

DESCRIPTION

NAME

DESCRIPTION

NAME

DESCRIPTION
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Activities
Create Your Own Holiday
Follow the instructions to complete the activity.

	 Does your family celebrate any special holidays? Use the guidelines below to describe the 
holiday and how you celebrate it. 

1. 	 Name of holiday:

2. 	 When it is celebrated:

3. 	 Why it is celebrated:

4. 	 Special holiday foods:

5. 	 Special holiday activities:
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Presidents’ Day Quiz
Test your knowledge of Presidents’ Day by answering
these quiz questions. Check your answers in the activity pack.

1	 Who made Washington’s Birthday an official holiday?

2	 Where is the National Mall?

3	 When is Presidents’ Day celebrated?

4	 What brought an end to slavery?

5	 When did the Uniform Monday Holiday Act take effect?

6	 Who is featured on the $20 bill?

7	 Which four presidents appear on Mount Rushmore?

8	 Where was George Washington born?

9	 What was the Gettysburg Address?

10	 Where is the Birthnight Ball held?
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Key Words Match-Up
Write the words from the list below in the box above the 
correct definition for each word. Check your answers on 
page 23 of the book.

	 1.	
Lincoln’s announcement in 1863 that 
slaves were free

	 2.	
a fancy party with dancing

	 3.	
a nation’s ruler or head of state

	 4.	
when one person owns another person

	 5.	
the war fought in the United States 
between the North and the South, 
from 1861 to 1865

	 6.	  
books that tell the story of a person’s life

	 7.	
people who live in a country that is ruled 
by another country

	 8.	
showing love for one’s country

	 9.	
a gathering during which people discuss 
a topic of interest

	10.	
the war from 1775 to 1783 between the 
United States and Great Britain over  
American independence

Your
Score is
Your

Score is   =      %
KEYWORDS

American Revolution
ball
biographies

Civil War 
colonists
Emancipation 
Proclamation

monarch
patriotic
slavery
symposium
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Presidents’ Day Quiz Answer Key
Compare your quiz answers with the answer key below.

1.	President Chester Arthur

2.	Washington, D.C.

3.	�On the third Monday in February

4.	�The Emancipation Proclamation

5.	�1971

6.	Andrew Jackson

7.	�George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln

8.	�Westmoreland County, Virginia

9.	A speech by Abraham Lincoln to honor the soldiers who died fighting in the  
	Civil War

10.	Alexandria, Virginia
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